


The need for phosphorus

P Is essentialto all life forms

P is indispensable and cannot be replaced

Phosphate rock reservesare declining and limited
geographically

P is the limiting nutrient for plant growth



Phosphorus as a pollutant

Water pollution can be caused by two kinds of
sources: point and non point sources

P losses from agricultural fields (non point sources)
can cause eutrophication and detrioration of water
bodies

To tackle this problem Europe addressed
agricultural losses via legislation



Nutrient vs. pollutant

Limiting the P applications without compromising
crops yields

In contrast to nitrate, there is no European directive
or other legislation concerning phosphorus
applications

In absence ofan European legislative framework ,
several members have beentaking various national
action plans



